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GOALS/OBJECTIVES

GOALS

 To review the Historic Main Street Study (Survey) for 
Thermopolis, Wyoming

 To look at options for studying historic Main Street 
architecture

OBJECTIVES

 To maintain the historic character of a downtown district 
or to revitalize the look of the downtown

 To benefit the local community and attract visitors

 Create a nice place to live



Thermopolis Main Street Historic Survey, January 2018



CONTENT

 Survey

Other Resources

 Surveyed 

Building Example 

Historic District

Moving Forward

Source: Flickr



SURVEY

 List of observations/opportunities

 Outline of historic blocks

 Description (visual and/or written) historic structures

 Recommendations for treatments (design changes to 

the buildings)

 Costs opinions for repair, replacement or new 

construction 

RESULTS of the Thermopolis Survey  from January 2018 –



SURVEY observations/opportunities 

Observations/Opportunities

❖ High concentration of intact and high quality 
buildings 1898-1923

❖ National Historic Register lists 16 “contributing”

buildings

❖ Significant in almost every area—Wyoming historic 
events, mineral, mining, agriculture, railroad… 

❖ World’s Largest Mineral Hot Springs

RESULTS of SURVEY



SURVEY  historic (streets &) blocks identified

 Historic blocks

RESULTS of SURVEY

Location of main 

streets & intersections

Outline of the 

historic districts



SURVEY  historic structures identified

Store Front 

Terminology



SURVEY 
recommendations

Design Changes
before

AFTER

Construction Changes

description

COST



SURVEY pros and cons

PROS

 Visually clear

 Very simple and easy to follow

 Provides basic information for owners to make design and construction 
decisions

CONS

 Does not include historic documentation (ages of buildings, styles) 
regarding why design changes were recommended

 Recommendations are made which might not be historically accurate

 Historic (National Register and Tax Credit options) might be 
compromised 

RESULTS of the Thermopolis Survey –
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Other Resources



The FRONT PORCH

Owl Creek Graphics





Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

A publisher of 

detailed maps of 

U.S. cities and 

towns in the 19th

and 20th centuries.  

The maps were 

originally created to 

allow fire insurance 

companies to 

assess their total 

liability in 

urbanized areas…



Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

Thermopolis 

maps are for 

downtown in 

1907, 1912 

and 1918



Photos and Maps of other WY towns



wyoshipo.state.us Web page



Photo Database

Prahl+Collection+P2007-63-

128++Parade%2C+Indians+%26+others+

on+horseback%2C+building%2C+laundry+

in+back

Sub+Neg+1036%2C+H65-

17%2C+Man+on+horse%2C+Post+Office

%2C+George+Sliney-

back%2C+Thermopolis%2C+WY

LUNA -- a data processing & 

visualization environment
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The FRONT PORCH

Owl Creek Graphics



CONTEXT – location on street and relationship with other buildings



BEFORE AFTER

RECOMMENDED 

TREATMENTS for 

each building



OWL CREEK GRAPHICS

DESIGN 

RECOMMENDATIONS



1. Repoint parapet above 

cornice.

2. Body brick

3. Reinstall 2nd floor 

windows with double 

hung…

4. Reinstall 2nd floor 

entrance door and access 

to 2nd floor…$1,200

5. Reglaze transom 

windows with prismatic 

glass…$4,290







WYOSHPO 
LUNA 1960’s



1907 1918

SANBORN MAPS of Thermopolis-- Broadway



1907 1918

• Foundations      

• Walls

• Roofs

• Underground Utilities
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Image from Google Maps, taken September 2015

Downtown Thermopolis  -- current experience



Historic District – collection of buildings and streets

Image taken in the 1960’s– past experience







Preserve or Present Day?



CONTENT

 Survey

Other Resources

 Surveyed 

Building Example 

Historic District

Moving Forward

Source: Flickr



Moving Forward  -- next steps for your community



MOVING FORWARD

 Work With Main Street & CLG as well as SHPO to 

move forward with design changes 

 Refine opportunities for collaboration before 

individual efforts—with the exception of structural 

(life safety) issues

 Focus on developing a community for the community 

as opposed to striving for external notoriety (stay 

authentic) 

RESULTS of SURVEY -- recommendations



ONE OF THE FIRST SURVEYS SPONSORED BY LEGISLATORS ON 

CAPITOL HILL WAS LED BY DR. FERDINAND VANDEVEER HAYDEN. 

HERE MEMBERS OF THE HAYDEN EXPEDITION WORK ON A ROCKY 

SLOPE, IN WHAT IS PROBABLY WYOMING, BETWEEN 1870-1880.

image from -- https://truewestmagazine.com/walking-the-line-2


